
The Next Generation in Tape Libraries
      

The RLS-Series delivers Storageflex’s Simply Reliable Automated Tape Library
Technology to users requiring rack mountable solutions. The RLS-Series supports 
AIT or LTO cartridge tape formats, giving users technology choices without 
compromising quality or reliability, in compact 5U-high modules.

Storageflex™ RLS

• All brushless DC motors
•  Self-calibrating digital servo control system
•  Auto-aligning. No mechanical or electrical adjustments
•  Over 1,000,000 MEBF
•  Auto-aligning. No mechanical or electrical adjustments
•  Automated tape drive cleaning
•  Bar code scanning of data cartridges
•  VIOP, Variable I/O port for inserting and removing  
 cartridges
•  Inventory Sentry minimizes offline time
•  Back-lighted 80 character display
•  Proven control panel menu system for easy installation,
 configuration, operation and maintenance
•  Q-Link browser-based remote library management  
 option
•  Hot-swappable tape drive option
•  Redundant hot-swappable power supply option
•  Barcode reader option
•  2-gigabit Fibre Channel or iGbit iSCSI interface option
•  Dual Ultra160 LVD SCSI interface standard
•  Multiple SCSI bus connections
•  Logical Library Portioning (SCSI only)
• Simultaneous random and multi-sequential operating

High Availability plus Q-Link
RLS High Availability options include hot-swappable 
redundant power supplies, true hot-swappable tape 
drives, and Q-Link; the web browser based remote 
library manager. Q-Link allows any RLS-Series Tape 
Library to be configured, monitored, diagnosed and 
managed from anywhere in the world. Using Q-Link, 
companies can deploy enterprise-class data protection 
without increasing staffs or degrading data security. 
Even firmware updates can be implemented remotely.

Fibre Channel
The SANSmart Fibre Channel interface option 
supports the latest 2-gigabit per second SAN 
technology.

Investment Protection
Featuring IPM (Interface Personality Module) 
Architecture, RLS-Series libraries can be reconfigured 
in seconds for SCSI, Fibre Channel or future interface 
architectures such as iSCSI by simply plugging in the 
appropriate IPM. In addition, a field capacity expansion 
kit is available to upgrade the RLS-4445 to an 
RLS-4470.

Reliable, Intelligent Robotics
The RLS-Series unique robotic mechanism is Simply 
Reliable by design. Lead screw-based robotics using 
brushless DC motors and closed-loop servo control 
systems provide precise positioning and flawless 
media handling for years of dependable operation. 
                 All FRUs, options and tape drives are 
                auto-discovering, and all electrical and 
                mechanical adjustments have been 
                completely eliminated by sophisticated, 
                adaptive ‘smart’ logic design. The robotics 
                control the handling of media that is 
                addressable and controllable by the SCSI-2 
                command set.



Avail Solutions
Bakbone

Computer Associates
Commvault

Dantz Development
everStor

IBM
Legato
Qstar 

Syncsort Incorporated
Sun LSC

Tantia Technologies
Veritas

XenData 

7 Models to Choose  RLS RLS RLS RLS RLS RLS RLS   RLS     RLS  
                                                        8236       8236D     8244        8244D4    8204        8204D     8444H        8444H         8216H
Drive Type                                      LTO-3      LTO-4      LTO-3      LTO-4      LTO-3      LTO-4     LTO-3HH    LTO-4HH    LTO-4HH
      

Number of Drives 1-2           1-2        1-2           1-2           1-2           1-2          1-4              1-4             1-2
Number of Tapes                           36   36             44            44            12-44       12-44      12-44          12-44           16 44
Native Capacity (TB)  14.4         28.8         17.6         35.2        4.8-17.6   9.6-35.2    17.6            35.2            12.8   
Compressed Capacity (TB)          28.8         57.6          35.2        70.4         9.6-35.2   19.2-70.4  35.2           70.4             25.6
Max. Native Data Rate (GB/hr.)    576          864           576          864           576          864          576            1,728           864
Max. Comp. Data Rate (GB/hr.)   1,152       1,728        1,152       1,728        1,152       1,728       1,152          3,456          1,728
Field Expansion to Model:                                               <<<Four 8 Slot Increments>>>
Avg. Exchange Time (Sec.)  16            16            18            18             18           18            18               18                16
Time to scan Barcodes (Sec.)       62         62            78            78             78           78            78               78                32
Barcode Reader                    Optional
Variable I/O Port     Standard. 8 or more Mail slots are configurable.
Height (in./cm)   <<<<<<<<<<                                       5U: 8.75 /22.2                                  >>>>>>>>>> 
Width (in./cm)    <<<<<<<<<<                                       16.6 / 42.2                                      >>>>>>>>>> 
Depth (in./cm)                      <<<<<<<<<<                                       36.8 / 93.5                                     >>>>>>>>>>  
Net Weight (lb./kb)                     <<<<<<<<<<                                        104 / 67                                        >>>>>>>>>>   
Power Consumption     145 Watts average, 250 Watts at peak when fully populated
Reliability         MTBF of 250,000 hours and MEBF of 2,000,000 hours
Warranty                                                     3 Years Parts Onsite Service Warranty by Storageflex™, Standard. Onsite Service Optional.
Safety        UL, CSA, CE, FCC Class A, CB
Software Compatibility Integrity

NetVault
Arcserve and BrightStor
Galaxy
Retrospect
Replicator, Hiarc HSM and Jb-Driver
Tivoli Storage Manager
Networker
Data Director and HSM
Backup Express
StorEdge SAM-FS
Network Storage Manager
NetBackup, Backup Exec and SSO
Archive Series

Storageflex™ RLS Specifications

Storageflex™ is a trademark of Storageflex Inc, Qlink and RLS are trademarks of Qualstar Corporation

Easy Operation
When power switch is turned on, the system provides easy-to-use installation, configuration, and
operational information via the onboard LCD panel. Critical operating functions are displayed and an 
audible alarm signals conditions requiring immediate action. All of the information, functions and 
controls built into the front panel display are replicated in Q-Link, the powerful, browser-based remote 
library manager over ethernet.

Advanced Cartridge Management and Security
Bar code scanning enhances throughput and controls the media inventory. VIOP, a unique variable 
I/O port design, allows users to determine how many slots to commit to importing and exporting tapes. 
Our exclusive ‘Inventory Sentry’ senses whether the tapes or magazines have actually been removed 
when the door is opened. 8 or more mail slots can be configured.

Logical Library and Fibre Channel
Logical Library is built into every RLS-Series SCSI library. It allows up to four servers to share a single library, even if each 
server is running a separate application. Systems that you couldn’t afford to upgrade can be protected automatically.


